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rpHE curfev tolls the knell of partlu; day ; 
l The lowing herd winds slowly o'er the lea ; 
The ploughman homevard plods his weary way. 
And leaves the worid to darkness aod to me. 



CAMPANA insonuit ; — pnitis armenta lelittis 
Lassa domiim pergunt, emoriente die ; 
It, tectum repetens, tardis defessus arator 
Fassibus; et snperestnox milii sola comes. 



II. 

Now lades the glimmering landscape on the sight. 
And all the air a solemn stillness holds. 

Save where the beetle wheels his droning fligbt. 
And drowtr^ tinkllDgs lull the distant folds. 



Paulatim in tenebras montee Tdlleeque reoedunt i 
Et coelum et terras oocupat alta qnies ; 

At Bcarab»us agit gyros, strepitantibue alis, 
Tinnit&que procut mulcet ovile sopor. 



m. 

Save that from yonder ivy-mantled tower 
The moping owl doth to the moon complain 

Of such as wandering near hor secret bower, 
Molest her ancient solitary reign. 



m. 

At bubo, vigilans hederosee culmine tuiris. 
Ad Lunam nueato carmine sola dolet ; 

Si quis, apud latebras sua regna occulta morando, 
Audeat antiqui llmen adire throni. 



IV. 

Beneath those ru^ed elms, ttiat yewtree's shade, 
Where heaves the turf in many a mouldering heap ; 

Each in his narrow cell for ever laid, 
The mde fbrefiithers of the hamlet sleep. 



Hie, ubi rugescunt ulmi, — sub togming taxi, — 
Qu& crebris tumulis aubruta turget humua,— 

Pace.quiesceDtee, angusto quisque cubili, 
Agrestes ducunt otia longa patres. 



The breezy call of incense-breathing mom, 
The swallow twittering from the atraw-boilt shed, 

The cock's shrill clarion, or the echoing horn, 
Xo more shall rouse tJiem from their lowly bed. 



Non vox AuMMe, flatu spirantis odoro, — 
Non vocitans circa tegmen hiruudo casK, — 

Non stridens galli cantus, — non rauoa debit 
Buccina, submissis membra reposts tons. 



VI. 

For them no mi»e the blaidng hearth shall bum, 
Or bosy housewife ply her evening care, 

No diildzen run to lisp their sire's return. 
Nor dimb his koee th» envied kifis to share. 



VI. 

niis nulla fbcum lignis ardentibuB uxor 
Extanet, aut peraget pensa diuma domi ; 

Nee patri oocurret puerorum tnrba, petentom 
Claipere dilectis osoula rapta labris. 
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VII. 

Oft did the harvest to their sickle yield, 

Their ftirrow oft the stubborn glebe has broke : 

How jocund did tliey drive their team afield ! 
How boved the woods beneath their sturdy stroke '. 



VII. 

Stope Ceres falci aubiit matura ; - colonus 
Sespe grsvi duram vomere iregit humum ; — 

Quani Ieet6 juga per campoe eduxit amoenos !— 
Sylvte sub valids qu&m cecidere manu ! 



vni. 

Let not ambition mock their iisefid toil. 
Their homely joys and destiny obscure, 

\or f^i''iur hear ^ith a distlaiuful smile 
The shoit and simple annals of the poor. 



vni. 

Ne curas inopum magnus contemnat honestaft, 
Aut hnmilem sortem, Imtitiasre Icves ; ,.^ 

Nee res angiiBtas spemat, risuque superbo 
Deneget ubscuri queerere geeta loci. 



IX. 

The boast of heraldry-, the pomp of power. 
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gi 

Awaits alike the inevitable hour : 

The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 



IX. 

Quicquid honos, vel opes vol puichno gratia fonnio 

Vel Majestatis poinpa superba dedit 
Par fatum espottant, et inohictabilo tempus ; 

Qui famiG eet adituH, janun mortis erit. 



Nor you, ye proud, impute to thi'bc the fault, 
If memory o'er their tomb no tK'phies raise, 

Where through the long-drawn aUle and fretted vault 
The pealing anthem swells the note of praise. 



Nee, pro delicto, rentosa suporbia jactot. 
Quod monumento illis nulla tropfsa maoent, 

Qua cantu ascendene, laqueala per atria templi, 
Adsolet orantis vox resonure uhori. 



XI. 

Can storied am or animated bust 

Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath ? 
Can honour's vcico provoke the silent dust. 

Or flattery soothe the dull cold ear of death V 



XI. 

Kscusa effigies vivo do mamiore, in artus 
Expirantem animam quid revocare valet? 

Quid prod est cineri famie vox vana silenti, — 
Aut lelho clausis auribus eloquium ? 



XII. 

Perhaps, in this neglected t-pot, are laid 

Some heart once pregnant with celestial fire,'; 

Hands that the rod of empire might have swayed. 
Or waked to ecstac}' the living lyre. 



XII. 

Forsitan hie, sprefco sub tecto cespitis, ohm 
Fervida divino numine, corda silent ; 

Forsitan hie, doctee citharam plexisse, quiescunt, 
Aut dignn imperii sceptra tulisse, manua. 
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xm 

But knowledge to their ejes her am[de page, 
Gich with the spoils of time, did ne'ra unfold ; 

Chill penury repreeeed their noble rage, 
And froze the genial current of their soul. 



Quam Doctriua suis dives pstefecit alumniK 
lUorum vieu pagina clauaa fuit : — 

Nobilis ardoree animi, venamque benignam 
Ingenii, obstmxit irigida pauperies. 



XIY 

Full many a gem of purest ray serene 

The dark imfathomed caves of ooean bear ; 

Full many a flower is bom to blush unseen, 
And waste its sveetnese on the desert air. 



XIV. 

ijplendoris puri gemmae, eed luce carentes, 
Innumeraa, latebris EequoriB autra gerunt ; 

Sfepe procul fisu rubuit flos, natus odores 
Spai^ere desertis, irrita dona, loda. 



XV. 

Some village Utunpden that with dauntless breast 
The little tyrant of his fields withstood, 

Some mute inglorious Milton, here may rest 
Some Cromwell guiltless of his countiy's blood. 



XV. 

Foreitan Hampdenus rudis hie, qui sustulit sgri 
Contra vim forti pectore jura sui, — 

MittoDus forsan, mutusque et cassus honore, — 
Uromvellusve insons, et sine labe, jacet. 



XVI. 

The applause of listening senates to command, 
The threats of pain and ruin to despise, 

To scatter plenty o'er a smiling land. 
And read their history in a nation's eyes. 



XVI. 

1 lausum nou illis Ucuit capl&sse Senatus, 
Aut necis aut damni posthabuisso minas, 

Aut ditasse novis opibus ridentia rura ; — 
Qualia sunt ocnlis acta legenda virdm. 



XVU. 

Their lot forbad : nor circumscribed alone 
Their growing virtues, but their crimes confined, 

Forbad to wade through slaughter to a throne, 
And shut the gates of men^ on mankind. 



xvn. 

Si fortuna dedit spatium virtutibus arctum, 
CriminibuB posuit non secus ilia modum ; 

Fer clades vetuit violenter scandere regnum, 
Et dur& bumanaa spemere voce precea. 



xvin. 

The struggling paogs of conscious guilt to hide, 
To qucncli the blushes of ingenious shame, 

Or heap the shrines of luxury nnd pride 
With incense kindled at the muse's flamu. 



xvin. 

Quum sibi conscivit mens culpam, agnoscere venim, 

Noo illi ingenuas dedidicSre genas ; 
Ncc, turpi obsequio, lusti&mnt tecta potentilm, 

Uusarum acconsis thuribus igne sacro. 
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xrx. 

Far from the maddening crowd's ignoble atrife, 
Their sober \TishoB never learned ta stray : 

Along the cool sequestered vale of life 

They kept the noiseless tenour of their way. 



XK. 

Illorum, semota procul certamine vulg^, 
Nescierant pennis eui^ere Tota vagie ; — 

Per vitfD placidas umbras, vallesque reductas, 
-^kjaam serraHint innocnamque viam. 



XX. 

Yet even these bones from insult to protect 
Some irail memorial still erected nigh, 

With uncouth rhyme and shapeless sculpture decked 
Implore the passing tribute of a sigh. 



Sed vetat hoa cineres (pietas ut monlat ossa), 
Non insignitoe esse superstee amor ; 

£t lapis infonnis, versusque incultus, amico 
Sollicitant laoymaa prot^reunte breves. 



XXI. 

Their names their years spelt by the unlettered muse 

The place of fame and el^y supply, 
And many a holy text around she strews, 

That teach tiie rustic moralist to die. 



XXI. 

Nomina et letates, quas ICusa indocta notarit. 
Quod superest famfo i<immemorare yalent ; 

Grebraque ruricolam monitis sententia sacris, 
Fortiter adTentum mortis obire docet. 



xxn. 

For who to dumb f^irgetfulness a prey 
This pleacdng anxious being e'er resigned. 

Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day. 
Nor cast one longing lingering look behind ? 



xxir. 

Ecquis enim, oblitns curarum, oblitus amorum, 

Et quas IsetitiBS auzia rita tulit, 
NoQ semel, ut meerens, oculos sub morte retorsit, 

Aut Toluit dulcem deaeruisse diem ? 



TTXTTj . 

On some fond breast the parting soul' relies, 
Some pious drops the closing eye requires ; 

E'en troia the tomb the voice of nature cries. 
E'en in our ashes live theb wonted fires. 



JGgra anima, horrescens avelli peotore caro, 
Exoptat lacrymas, jam moritura, pias ; 

NaiuTse clamat vox importuna sepulchro ; 
Et cinere in gelido postuma flamma oalet. 



XXIV. 

For thee, who mindful of the unhonoured dead 
Dost in these lines an artless tale relate. 

If chance, by lonely contemplation led, 
Some kindred spirit should enquire thy fate. 



XXIT. 

De te, qui referens res actas vate carenflm, 
HAc tenui musa commemorare petis, 

Si quis, ad baa sedes meditandi ductus smore, 
Ut socii, quEenam sint tua fata, roget 
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XXT. 

Haply souio liourj- -headed swuia may ea; 

" Oft have wo seen him at the peep of dawn 
Ilriishiog with hnsty steps the dewe away 

To meet the sun iipm the upland lawn. 



XXV. 

Sic fortasae eenex reddet reaponsa colonos, 
" Seepe videbatiu*, jam properante die, 

DiscutienB agili greaeu per pascua rores, 
Sol aimiil ac prime lumine tinxit agroB. 



XXVI. 

" There at the foot of yonder nodding beech, 
That wreathes its old fantastic roots on high. 

His listless length at noontide would he stretch 
And pore upon the bnM>fe that babbles by. 



XXVI. 

" Qnk patuleo fagi, tortis radioibus alte 
Defixis, trepidans obtegit umbra solum, 

Ad medios eestus, sternebat inertia membra, 
HEerens obtutu lene fluends aquee. 



XXVII. 

" Hard by yon wood, now smiling as in scorn. 
Muttering his wayward fancies he would rov-c : 

Now drooping wueful-wan, like one forlorn. 

Or crazed with care, or crossed with hopeless lore. 



XXVU. 

" Jam prope Ticinam sylvam, malesuada revolTens, 
Incerte ridens, mutaque labra movens. 

Jam, posito in teiram vultu, aimilisque dolenti, 
Quem cura sut mendax obstupefecit amor. 



xxvm. 

" One mom I missed him on the 'cuetomed bill. 
Along the heath, and near hi" favourite tree : 

Another came ; nor yet beside Ihe rill, 
Nor up the lawn, nor at the wood wua he. 



xxvin. 

" Tandem exorta dies, quo non in culmine montie, 
Aut campo, aut sylva (quam peramavit) erat. 

Altera successit, sed (quos dilexerat) agi-i^ 
Et rivo, et euEotis abliiit ille viis. 



XXIX. 

" The next with dirges due in sad array 

Slow thro' the churchyard path we saw him home. 
Approach and read, for thou can'st read, the lay 

Graved on the stone beneath yon aged thorn." 



XXIX. 

" Mane novo, rite exequiia de more peracti*. 
Vidimus effoseo tradita membra toro ; — 

Adsta hanf ad sentem, lepidique incusa, ^■iator, 
(Cernere qu» potis es), tristia verba lege." 



XXX. 

Here rests his head upon the lap of rcith 
A youth to fortune and to fame unkoown : 

Fair science frowned not on his humble birth, 
Aud melancholy marked him for her on-n. 



XXX. 

Hie juvenis ciuores ignoti inopisquo sepiiitoa, 
Matemo omplectens pectore terra tenet ; 

Quem non impediit diRCentem ignoliilis oitus, 
Cura tamen conslani' ndfuit, una I'omcs. 
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XXXI. XXXI. 

Large was hU bouutj and his soul sincere ; Largus erat fidusque animi, Coiluinque benignum 

HeaTen did a recompense bB largely send : Prn^uiia pro meritix, rite repensa, dedit ; 

He gave to misery all he could, a tear ; '^(iuod potuit), Iacr)'mEuu miseris pnebebat ;— Bmiouu, 

He gained &om heaven, 'twas all he wished, a friend. (Quod fuit in rotis), nactus amante Dso est 

XXXII. XXXII. 

No farther seek his merits to disclose, Pesiue virtntes ultra recludere vulgo, 

Nur draw his frailties from their dread abode, Kt trahere e tenehiis deteriora suiii ; 

There they alike in trembling hope repose, Bpes merita et culpas poriter secura repunit 

The bosom of his Father and his God. In greinium cari, ixizta timore, Biii. 
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